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[AII about Georgia’s oysters]

Oysters are a keystone species. They
play a critical role in the coastal
ecosystem. Oysters filter water, protect
shorelines and provide habitats.

e Oyster reefs o )
° prOVide habitat for ﬁSh, °
crustaceans and birds.

« These animals use the ‘.
oottt oyster habitat at different  °

. lifecycle stages for
’ forage, refuge ’

o and reproduction. e

o o
. .~ Oyster reefs help °
control tidal-creek  ~
shoreline erosion by
dispersingwavesand  * -}
holding sediments intact. . - v
* Oysters canalsobeusedas '

. alternative erosion .
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AN . feeders that help reduce °_
ol e o levels of contamination and e
° turbidity in water. A single
0 0060600000 00

‘ » oyster can filter up to 50 .

. * gallons of water per day. )
o Oysterskeepour .
*. estuariesclean. ,°
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