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In the 1800s, demand for oysters increased due to
advancements in hermetically sealed packaging and
the growth of the U.S. population.

American patents awarded that improved
oyster packaging:
= 1825 tin-plated cans
= 1849 canning machine that increased production from
5-6 to 50-60 cans per hour
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A Growing [ndustry

Unlike many other coastal states,
during the April-to-September
spawning season, Georgia's

waters contain an over

abundance of oyster larvae,

or “spat” Because of their

density, oysters in Georgia

grow in clusters rather than

singly. This means natural oyster

reefs are made up of multiple layers of
oysters. Due to the high demand for
single oysters, specialized materials
have been developed to collect spat
as single oysters to be used in a variety
of aquaculture grow-out techniques.
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W = wafemsis  Eastern Oyster
J (Crassostrea virginica)
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Oysters begin reproduction when water temperatures

| exceed 687 F In Georgia, this generally occurs from
April to September.  Oysters are broadcast spawners
and they release eggs and sperm into the water column.
A fertilized egg develops into a free-swimming larva in
about & hours. A fully shelled larva is formed within 12
to 24 hours. The larva remains free swimming for
about three weeks. [t then develops a foot and settles - ol
to the bottom of the water column, where it seeks hard
substrate. When it locates a suitable surface (ideally an
adult oyster shell), the larva cements itself and changes
into the adult form. This newly attached oyster in
known as a “spat.”
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