
 

January 23, 2025 
 
Alton Brown, Jr.  
41 Park of Commerce Way, Suite 101 
Savannah GA, 31405 
 
Re: Letter of Permission (LOP) and Revocable License (RL), Maintenance of an 

Existing Dock Facility within Coastal Marshlands Protection Act (CMPA) 
Jurisdiction, Savannah River, Cockspur Island, Chatham County, Georgia (SAS-
2016-01017) 

 
Dear Mr. Brown: 
 
This Letter of Permission (LOP) is a reissuance of LOP20240012 to maintain an existing 
permitted facility operated by Savannah Bar Pilots, Inc. located on the Savannah River. The 
scope of work authorized February 22, 2024 has not changed. The existing dock was originally 
authorized September 23, 1973 by the US Army Corps of Engineers. The project will begin no 
sooner than fifteen (15) days from the date of this letter and be completed within six (6) months. 
 
The project consists of installation of one H-pile adjacent to a fractured concrete pile and 
replacement of 30 upper and lower cross timbers on the outside of the existing structure. No 
additional work is proposed. 
 
The Department authorizes the maintenance of the dock facility in the current footprint as 
depicted in the attached description and drawings. No unauthorized equipment, materials, or 
debris may be placed in, disposed of, or stored in jurisdictional areas. All material removed must 
be disposed of at an appropriate upland disposal area. Any visible alterations in marsh 
topography will be restored immediately using low-impact hand tools. Any damage to the marsh 
vegetation that has not recovered naturally during the next growing season will be repaired by a 
method acceptable to the Department. 
 
Please find enclosed a fully executed Revocable License (RL) for the project described above. 
This license serves as an authorization to utilize state owned tidal water bottoms for your project. 
Any change in the use, location, dimensions, or configuration of the approved project, without 
prior notification and approval from this office could result in revocation of this permission and 
in the required removal of the related structures. 
 
This authorization does not relieve you from obtaining any other required federal, state, or local 
permits. Tidal water bottoms and marshlands of coastal Georgia are public trust lands controlled 
by the State, except for such lands where a validated Crown Grant or State Grant exists. 
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Please contact Deb Barreiro at 912.266.3695 should you require more information or assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jill Andrews 
Chief, Coastal Management Section 
 
 
Enclosures:  LOP20240012, Project Description, Plans, Revocable License, and Federal 

Consistency Certification Statement 
 
cc:   Melissa Memory, Fort Pulaski Superintendent 

Marcus Lotson, Chatham County Building Department 
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17 October 2023 
 
William M. Rutlin 
Chief, Coastal Section 
Regulatory Branch 
US Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District 
100 West Oglethorpe Avenue 
Savannah, Georgia 31401-3640 
 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
Coastal Resources Division 
Attn: Mr. Josh Noble 
One Conservation Way 
Brunswick, Georgia 31520-8687 
 
Subject:  Savannah Bar Pilots Facility Maintenance     RLC# 23-358 
        Savannah Pilots Drive  

Chatham County, Georgia 
 
Dear Mr. Rutlin & Mr. Noble: 
 
Resource & Land Consultants (RLC), on behalf of Savannah Bar Pilots, Inc., is requesting a letter of permission to perform 
maintenance on the existing facility located on the south side of the Savannah River on Savannah Pilots Drive, Cockspur Island, 
Chatham County, Georgia (32.034699°, -80.902847°). The maintenance activities will include the following: 
 

• Installation of H pile adjacent to a fractured concrete pile 
• Replacement of 14 dock pilings on the outside of the existing dock 
• Replacement of 2 pilings on the inside of the existing dock 
• Replacement of 30 upper and lower cross timbers on the outside of the dock 

 
The proposed maintenance activities will occur within the next 36-48 months. No change in the footprint of the existing facility 
is proposed. For your review and use we have attached the following information. 
 

• Site Location Map 
• USGS Topographic Survey  
• Ortho Photo 
• Photographs of the existing dock 
• Copy of the original dock permit 

 
We greatly appreciate your assistance with this project. If you have any questions or require any additional information, please 
contact us at (912) 443-5896. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Alton Brown, Jr. 
Principal 
Resource & Land Consultants 
 
cc: Capt. Trey Thompson – Savannah Bar Pilots 
 Capt. Rich Galuk – Savannah Bar Pilots 



 JOINT APPLICATION 
 FOR 
 A DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, CORPS OF ENGINEERS PERMIT, 
 STATE OF GEORGIA MARSHLAND PROTECTION PERMIT, 
 REVOCABLE LICENSE AGREEMENT 
 AND REQUEST FOR 
 WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION 
 AS APPLICABLE 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATION: 
 
    Every Applicant is Responsible to Complete The Permit Application and Submit as Follows:  One copy each of 
application, location map, drawings, copy of deed and any other supporting information to addresses 1, 2, and 
3 below.  If water quality certification is required, send only application, location map and drawing to address 
No. 4. 
 
 1.  For Department of the Army Permit, mail to: Commander, U.S. Army Engineer District, Savannah ATTN: 
CESAS-OP-F, P.O. Box 889, Savannah, Georgia 31402-0889.  Phone (912)652-5347 and/or toll free, Nationwide 
1-800-448-2402. 
 
 2.  For State Permit - State of Georgia (six coastal counties only) mail to: Habitat Management Program, 
Coastal Resources Division, Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 1 Conservation Way, Brunswick, Georgia 31523. 
 Phone (912) 264-7218. 
 
 3.  For Revocable License - State of Georgia (six coastal counties plus Effingham, Long, Wayne, Brantley 
and Charlton counties only) - Request must have State of Georgia's assent or a waiver authorizing the use of 
State owned lands.  All applications for dock permits in the coastal counties, or for docks located in tidally 
influenced waters in the counties listed above need to be submitted to Real Estate Unit.  In addition to instructions 
above, you must send two signed form letters regarding revocable license agreement to: Ecological Services Coastal 
Resources Division, Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 1 Conservation Way, Brunswick, Georgia 31523.  Phone 
(912) 264-7218. 
 
 4.  For Water Quality Certification State of Georgia, mail to: Water Protection Branch, Environmental 
Protection Division, Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 4220 International Parkway, Suite 101, Atlanta, 
 Georgia  30354  (404) 675-1631. 
 
The application must be signed by the person authorized to undertake the proposed activity.  The applicant must 
be the owner of the property or be the lessee or have the authority to perform the activity requested.  Evidence 
of the above may be furnished by copy of the deed or other instrument as may be appropriate.  The application 
may be signed by a duly authorized agent if accompanied by a statement from the applicant designating the agent. 
 See item 6, page 2. 
 
1.  Application No. _____________  
 
2. Date  
 
3. For Official Use Only______________ 
 
4. Name and address of applicant. 

Savannah Bar Pilots, Inc. 
Attn: Capt. Trey Thompson 
130 Houston Street  
Savannah, Georgia 31401  
pilot23@savannahpilots.com 
 

5.  Location where the proposed activity exists or will occur.   
 
Lat. 32.034699o  Long. -80.902847o    
 
   Chatham            
   County    Military District   In City or Town 
     
   Savannah           
      Near City or Town    Subdivision    Lot No. 
 
                Georgia    
   Lot Size    Approximate Elevation of Lot        State 
 
   Savannah                  
        Name of Waterway  Name of Nearest Creek, River, Sound, Bay or Hammock 
 

mailto:pilot23@savannahpilots.com




 
Note: Items 14 and 15 are to be completed if you want to bulkhead, dredge or fill. 
14.  Description of operation:  (If feasible, this information should be shown on the drawing). 
 

A. Purpose of excavation or fill To facilitate maintenance of existing dock   
             

  1. Access channel :   length_______ depth_______ width_______ 
 
  2. Boat basin :           length_______ depth_______ width_______ 
 
  3. Fill area : see attached  length_______ depth_______ width_______ 
     
  4. Other:         :             length_______ depth_______ width_______ 
     
   

B. 1.If bulkhead, give dimensions  N/A       
 

    2.Type of bulkhead construction (material) N/A      
 
     Backfill required: Yes     No _____ Cubic yards   
 
     Where obtained           
 
 C. Excavated material :  
 
  1.Cubic yards  N/A         
 
  2.Type of material   N/A         
 
15.Type of construction equipment to be used Mechanized earth-moving/construction equipment   
 
 A. Does the area to be excavated include any wetland?  Yes      No  X    
 
 B. Does the disposal area contain any wetland?  Yes       No   X    Project does not include construction 
 of dredge disposal site. 
 
 C. Location of disposal area   N/A          
 

C. Maintenance dredging, estimated amounts, frequency, and disposal sites to be 
    utilized: N/A          

 
 E. Will dredged material be entrapped or encased?   N/A      
   
 F. Will wetlands be crossed in transporting equipment to project site? N/A   
 
 G. Present rate of shoreline erosion (if known) N/A       
 
 
 
16. Description of Avoidance, Minimization and Compensation: Provide a brief explanation describing how impacts 
to waters of the United States are being avoided and minimized on the project site. Also, provide a brief description 
of how impacts to waters of the United States will be compensated for, or a brief statement explaining why 
compensatory mitigation should not be required for those impacts. 
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SITE LOCATION
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Chatham County, Georgia
Site Photographs 

Source(s):RLC Site Photographs 

Photo 1:  Fractured concret pile Photo 2:  Location for H pile installation next to fractured pile

23-358
1

AB
11/28/2023

Y:\2023 Projects\23-358 Rich Galuk Savannah Bar Pilot Dock\graphics\Photo_1_portrait_2020.mxd

10/17/2023

RLC Project No.:

Exhibit Date:
Photo Date:
Prepared By:
Figure No.: 

Prepared For: Savannah Bar Pilots, Inc.

Savannah Bar Pilot Dock Maintenance

FRACTURED PILE

H PILE LOCATION



Chatham County, Georgia
Site Photographs 

Source(s):RLC Site Photographs 

Photo 3: Example of upper cross timber and pile to be replaced Photo 4:  Example of lower cross timber to be replaced
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Chatham County, Georgia
Site Photographs 

Source(s):RLC Site Photographs 

Photo 5:  Example of upper cross timber and pile to be replaced Photo 6:  Example of lower cross timber to be replaced
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