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Tim Keyes

Georgia Department of Natural Resources

Wildlife Resources Division/Wildlife Conservation
One Conservation Way

Brunswick, Georgia 31520

RE: Letter of Permission (LOP) and Revocable License (RL), Seasonal Placement of
Buoys and Signs, Multiple Locations: Ogeechee Bar, Brunswick Bird Island,
Cumberland Dividings; (SAS-2025-00984; SAS-2023-00352; and SAS-2025-01014).

Dear Mr. Keyes:

This LOP is in response to your request to install signs and buoys within Coastal Marshlands
Protection Act jurisdiction at multiple locations. The project will begin no sooner than 15 days
from the date of this letter and be completed within six months of issuance.

On January 31%, 2026, the Georgia Board of Natural Resources approved an amendment to the
1998 Bird Island Rule (341-4-7.03), allowing the Department to seasonally close three islands to
the Mean Low Water (ML W) line. These are vitally important sites for nesting and migrating
seabirds and shorebirds of conservation concern that are sensitive to human and canine
disturbance. The State of Georgia holds title to the dredge spoil islands named Brunswick Bird
Island and Cumberland Dividings. Brunswick Bird Island was created with dredge spoil from the
Brunswick Harbor deepening project and Cumberland Dividings was created with dredge spoil
from the maintenance dredging of the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway. These premises were
created with dredge spoil for the express purpose of providing valuable nesting sites for State-
protected beach-nesting and colonial-nesting bird species. Ogeechee Bar is a dynamic sandbar
near Raccoon Key and Ossabaw Island and supports extensive horseshoe crab spawning in the
spring. Because of that spawning, Ogeechee Bar is identified as one of Georgia’s most important
sites for federally threatened red knots and other shorebirds. Sites will be posted by the GA DNR
Wildlife Resources Division.

The project includes the seasonal installation of a combination of in-water signs and buoys
placed 20ft. below MLW corresponding to the spring and summer closures of the islands as
stated in the January 31%, 2026 amendment to the 1998 Bird Island Rule (341-4-7.03).

The Department authorizes the temporary installation of signage and buoys as described in the
attached project description and site plans. This LOP is not meant to exempt the above
referenced activity from future environmental laws. No unauthorized equipment, materials or
debris may be placed, disposed of, or stored in jurisdictional areas. Any incidental impacts
associated with this project must be rectified by fully restoring areas to their pre-operational
topographic and vegetative states.



This authorization does not relieve you from obtaining any other required federal, state, or local
permits. Tidal water bottoms and marshlands of coastal Georgia are public trust lands controlled
by the State, except for such lands where a validated Crown Grant or State Grant exists. The
construction of the project proposed for this license must be completed 6 months from the date of
issuance of the Revocable License. Future maintenance activities that occur within tidal waters
and have the potential to cause adverse impact, either temporary or permanent, or that will be in
the public’s interest shall be reported to the Georgia Department of Natural Resources’ Coastal
Resources Division.

Please feel free to contact Deb Barreiro at 912.266.3695 if you have any questions regarding this
or any other authorizations.

Sincerely,
n@
Jill Andrews
Chief, Coastal Management Section

Enclosures: Project Description and Site Maps; Revocable License; Federal Consistency

cc: Kaylan.M.Metz(@usace.army.mil
Crystal.K.Joyce(@usace.army.mil

LOP20260025



FEDERAL CONSISTENCY CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

. Timothy Keyes

Printed Name of Applicant(s

tim.keyes@dnr.ga.gov Phone: 912-222-0424

Applicant Email:

Agent Name (if applicable): Phone:
To Whom It May Concern:

This is to certify that | have made application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for authorization
to impact Waters of the United States and that such proposed work is, to the best of my knowledge,
consistent with Georgia’s Coastal Management Program.

I understand | must provide this Consistency Certification Statement, along with a copy of my permit
application submitted to USACE, to the Georgia Department of Natural Resources Coastal Resources
Division (CRD) before they can begin evaluating my proposed project for consistency with Georgia's
enforceable policies. | understand additional information may be required to facilitate review.

Once any required authorizations or permits from CRD have been issued, and CRD has concurred with my
findings by signing this Consistency Certification Statement, CRD must submit it to USACE in order for
them to issue any required federal permits or authorizations, or to validate any provisional authorizations
they have already issued. A USACE provisional authorization or permit will not be valid until they receive
this Certification Statement signed by CRD.

a Attached is a copy of my application to USACE (required)

3/3/2026

Date:

Signature of Applicant:

= 67 7

FOR AGENCY INTERNAL USE ONLY: Date Received (Commencement Date):
USACE Authorization/Permit Number (assigned by USACE): 2025-00984, 2023-00352, 2025-01014

USACE Authorization Type (select one): Clindividual Permit OGeneral Permit #__ CINWP # 27

USACE Project Manager: Crystal Joyce

CRD Authorization/Permit Number (assigned by CRD): LOP20260025
Deb Barreiro

CRD Project Manager:

CRD CONCURS WITH THIS CONSISTENCY CERTIFICATION STATEMENT TO THE EXTENT THAT USACE
AUTHORIZATION IS CONSISTENT WITH THE PROJECT AS DESCRIBED IN ANY CRD AUTHORIZATION.

cro signatare__ (W IV o MAR 110

Printed Name: ‘%i/( VAN ) Title: C,{vn,;p.ql‘

For questions regarding consistency with the Georgia Coastal Management Program, please contact the
Federal Consistency Coordinator at (912) 264-7218 or visit www.CoastalGADNR.org.

Revised April 11, 2022



STATE OF GEORGIA

REVOCABLE LICENSE FOR THE USE OF TIDAL WATERBOTTOMS
APPLICANT NAME(S): Timothy Keyes

MAILING ADDREss: ON€ Conservation Way, Brunswick GA 31520
(Street) (City) (State) (Zip)

PROJECT ADDRESS/LocaTion: @ddeeceehee Bar, Ossabaw WMA
county: Chatham waTERwAY. Ogeechee River

LOT, BLOCK & SUBDIVISION NAME FROM DEED:

The State of Georgia hereby grants you a revocable license not coupled with an interest'.
This area may now or in the future be utilized by boats employing power drawn nets under the
provisions for commercial or sport bait shrimping. In its occupancy and use of the premises,
licensee shall not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, gender, color, national
origin, religion, age, or disability. This covenant by licensee may be enforced by termination of
this license, by injunction, and/or by any other remedy available at law to the Georgia Department
of Natural Resources.

Attached hereto and made a part of this license are the project description, drawing(s),
and terms and conditions that are the subject of this license. The project approved for this
license must be constructed and completed within the specified timeframe noted in the terms and
conditions and must be maintained in serviceable condition. Otherwise, action will be initiated
to revoke this license and all structures must be removed immediately at the licensee’s
expense.

STATE OF GEORGIA
Office of the Governor

AT

alter Rabon
Commissioner-DNR

MAR 11 2026

Date:

Enclosures:

LOP20260025

! Tidal water bottoms and marshlands of coastal Georgia are public trust lands owned by the State, except where
ownership of such lands is demonstrated through an unbroken chain of'title to a valid Crown or State Grant, which
explicitly conveys the beds of such tidewaters. The Revocable License authorizes use of lands presumed to be
owned by the State of Georgia, and which are under control of the State. This Revocable License is issued with the
understanding and condition that it could be rendered invalid should another person demonstrate ownership to such
lands pursuant to a valid Crown Grant or State Grant. This Revocable License is issued with the understanding that
such lands are subject to the public trust doctrine.




Project Summary:

On January 31, 2026, the Georgia Department of Natural Resources Board of Directors
voted in support of an amendment to the 1998 Bird Island Rule (341-4-7.03), allowing the
department to seasonally close three islands to the low water line. These sites are
extremely important sites for nesting and migrating seabirds and shorebirds of
conservation concern that are sensitive to human and canine disturbance. Given the
ambiguity created by signage placed at the MHW line (implies the intertidal zone is open),
we propose a combination of in-water signs and buoys placed 20’ below MLW. These signs
will be placed for 6 months seasonally corresponding to the spring and summer closures of
the islands.

Buoy installation:

- On Cumberland Dividings and Brunswick Bird Island we will install the buoys as
soon as practicable after March 15" closure begins. They will be removed no later
than August 31%.

- On Ogeechee Bar, the buoys will be installed as soon as practicable after March 1,
and will be removed not later than August 31.

- Smallin water signs will be installed between March and August at all three sites.

- Large signs will be installed along the MHW line indicating seasonality of closures

Buoys. CURD 4 style buoys, with 5/16” wire rope and 100-1501b anchor blocks will be
installed approximately every 200’ along the accessible beach portion of each island
approximately 20 feet below the meal Low Water Line. The buoys will have signage on them
indicating “Boats Keep Out, Area Closed”. Buoys will have approximately 20’ of cable to
allow them to float with the tide. The wire rope will be stiff enough that there will not be a
risk of entanglement with marine mammals.

- Bird Island Brunswick will require 8 buoys spaced every 200’ along 1,600’ of

accessible shoreline.
- Ogeechee Bar will require 8 buoys, placed every 200’ along the 1,600 linear feet of

accessible shoreline.
- Cumberland Dividings will require 8 buoys along 1600’ of accessible shoreline.

In-water Signage: Each of the 3 sites willinclude 3 - 11”X18” signs will be mounted to 12’
U-Channel Galvanized posts. These will be driven into the ground near the MLW line,
making it clear throughout the tide cycle that the entire island, including intertidal zone is
closed.



Above MHW Signage: Several large 3'x4’Signs along the accessible beach of each island
will show the dates associated with the closure.
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Curd 4 style Buoy.
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Figure 1: Area Map. Cumberland Dividings (30.8868, -81.51122)



Figure 2: Close up image of newly created dredge island.
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Brunswick Bird Island (31.11312, -81.43724)

Closeup of Brunswick Bird Island.



Wassaw National Wildlife Refuge
©pelegal Creek Marina
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®ossabaw Isiand State Hentage Preserve

Ogeechee Bar (31.84098, -81.0562)



Ossabaw Sound
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Ogeechee Bar Closeup.



