
 
 
April 1, 2026 
 
Dan Bucey 
Resource and Land Consultants 
41 Park of Commerce Way, Suite 101 
Savannah, Ga. 31405 
 
RE: Letter of Permission, Invasive Species Removal and Dune Vegetation Management, 

Shore Protection Act Permit #461, Sea Island, Glynn County, Georgia. (SAS-2015-
00722).  

 
Dear Mr. Bucey, 
 
This Letter of Permission (LOP) is in response to your request dated March 25, 2026 for invasive 
species removal and dune vegetation management. The purpose of the project is to maintain the 
project permitted by Shore Protection Act (SPA) Permit #461. 
 
To maintain a vegetative composition for storm protection, wildlife habitat (including sea turtle 
nesting habitat), and recreation, management of volunteer vegetation including but not limited to pine 
trees (Pinus elleottii, Pinus taeda) and shrubs such as wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera) will be trimmed, 
and, as warranted removed, along with any invasive species that are found within the sand sharing 
system within the approved project area. The unchecked propagation and growth of certain species 
of vegetation is altering the habitat, diminishing recreation, and impacting storm protection. Non-
invasive species will generally be trimmed or removed by cutting the plant above ground level to 
minimize dune disturbance. Vegetation removed will be disposed of at a location outside of SPA 
jurisdiction. Invasive species will be disposed of outside of SPA jurisdiction in a manner acceptable 
to current management standards to prevent further spreading of the species. Additional planting by 
hand labor of dune vegetation as included the permit will also occur as part of this ongoing 
maintenance. 
 
Work will be conducted with hand labor and hauling, if necessary, will be  in accordance with the 
approved beach driving regulations and approved access locations. Work will be conducted outside 
of sea turtle nesting season (November 1 through April 30). After removal of vegetation, supplemental 
planting, dune restoration or reshaping will be conducted as approved by SPA Permit #461.    
 
This LOP is not meant to exempt the above referenced activities from future environmental laws. No 
unauthorized equipment, materials or debris may be placed, disposed of, or stored in jurisdictional 
areas. Any incidental impacts associated with this project must be rectified by fully restoring areas to 
their pre-construction topographic and vegetative states. This LOP is valid for the above referenced 
project only.        
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Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jill Andrews 
Chief, Coastal Management Section 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Request, SPA Permit #461 
 
CC:  Yates Anderson, Sea Island Company   
 
File:  LOP20260032 
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March 25, 2026 
 
Ms. Jill Andrews 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
Coastal Resources Division 
One Conservation Way, Suite 300 
Brunswick, Georgia 31520-8687 
 
Subject:   Sea Island Invasive Species Removal and Dune Vegetation Management Under SPA Permit  

#461 to maintain project purpose of storm protection, wildlife habitat, and recreation. 
Sea Island, Glynn County, Georgia   

 
Dear Ms. Andrews:   

 

As you are aware, Sea Island Company, LLC (SIC) has worked in the recent past with Georgia Department 

of Natural Resources staff on plans to remove and eradicate certain invasive species on the Sea Island 

beach such as Vitex (Vitex rotundifolia) and Russian thistle (Salsola kali).  Planting of the dune vegetation 

has been completed in accordance with Shore Protection Act Permit #461.   

 

To comply with the requirements of SPA Permit #461 and in furtherance of the overall project purpose of 

storm protection, wildlife habitat, and recreation, SIC will continue to maintain the dune vegetation to 

maintain the beach as achieved and approved in the permit.   

 

To maintain a vegetative composition conducive to preferred storm protection, wildlife habitat (including 

sea turtle nesting habitat), and recreation, management of volunteer vegetation including but not limited 

to pine trees (Pinus elleottii, Pinus taeda) and shrubs such as wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera) will be trimmed, 

and, as warranted removed, along with any invasive species that are found within the sand sharing 

system.  The unchecked propagation and growth of certain species of vegetation alters the habitat, 

diminishes recreation, and impacts storm protection.  Non-invasive species will generally be trimmed or 

removed by cutting the plant above ground level to minimize dune disturbance, or in the case of smaller 

plants simply removed by pulling from the ground.  Vegetation removed will be disposed of at a location 

outside of jurisdiction. Invasive species will be removed and disposed of outside of jurisdiction in a manner 

acceptable to current management standards to prevent further spreading of the species.  Additional 

planting by hand-labor of dune vegetation as contemplated under the permit will also occur as part of this 

ongoing maintenance.  

 

Work would be conducted with hand labor and hauling, if necessary, would be conducted in accordance 

with the approved beach driving regulations and approved access locations. Work would be primarily 

conducted outside of sea turtle nesting season (November 1 through April 30). If any work is required 



during sea turtle nesting season, SIC will provide notice to your office before commencing the work. If 

removal of invasive species would require more than hand labor (such as excavation to remove the root 

system), SIC will coordinate such work with your office prior to commencement.  After removal of 

undesirable vegetation, any supplemental planting or dune restoration or reshaping will be coordinated 

with your office. 

 

At your earliest convenience, please acknowledge that the proposed activities are authorized as 

maintenance under the terms and conditions of SPC Permit #461. 

 
 

 
cc:  Mr. Yates Anderson; SIA 
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