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The proposed dock will be constructed for private recreational use. This structure will consist of a, 11'L x 6' W walkway leading to pile-supported covered fixed deck and floating dock held in place with piping, connected with an aluminum ramp. This project avoids fill, dredging, or bulkhead installation and does not require permanent placement of materials in state waters or marshlands.  







  
 

 
St Simons Island | Savannah | Jacksonville | Charleston 

www.robertscivilengineering.com 
 
April 23, 2026 
 
Bethesda Dock Association 
Additional Dock Narrative 
  
To whom it may concern, 
 
The below provides responses to § 12-5-286 regarding the Bethesda Dock Association’s request for an 
additional dock, located at 9520 Ferguson Avenue in Savannah, GA.  
 
§ 12-5-286 (2)(b) – Plan or Drawing Showing Proposal and Construction Method 

The application includes a scaled plan (Sheet: “Proposed Dock Layout,” dated July 2, 2025, at 1” = 
20’) illustrating: 
 
1. Name and Address of the applicant 

a. Bethesda Home for Boys  
9520  Ferguson Ave.  
Savannah, GA 31406 

 
2. A plan or drawing showing the applicant’s proposal and the manner or method by 

which such proposal shall be accomplished.  Such plan shall identify the coastal 
marshlands affected. 
a. Please refer to the drawings provided in the packet. The following are included: 

i. Existing conditions 
ii. Proposed conditions 

iii. Profile Drawing 
 

b. Location and limits:  
i. Mean Low Water (MLW) line, approximate property lines, and adjacent open 

water. 
 

c. Structure dimensions: 
i. Fixed Walkway: 6 ft x 8’ ft (48 SF)  

ii. Covered fixed deck: 15 ft × 20 ft (300 SF, roof height ≤ 12 ft above deck with 
18” eaves) 

iii. Floating dock: 10 ft × 20 ft (200 SF) 
iv. Ramp: 24' long x 3 ft wide (72 SF) 

 



  
 

3. A plat of the area in which the proposed work will take place 
a. Provided 

 
4. A copy of the deed or other instrument under which the applicant claims title to the 

property or, if the applicant is not the owner, then a copy of the deed or other 
instrument under which the owner claims title together with written permission from 
the owner to carry out the project on his land.  In lieu of a deed or other instrument 
referred to in this paragraph, the committee may accept some other reasonable 
evidence of ownership of the property in question or other lawful authority to make 
use of the property;  The committee will not adjudicate title disputes concerning the 
property which is the subject of the application; provided, however, the committee 
may decline to process an application when submitted documents show conflicting 
deeds. 

a. Provided  
 

5. A list of all adjoining landowners together with such owners’ addresses, provided that 
if the names or addresses of adjoining landowners cannot be determined, the applicant 
shall file in lieu thereof a sworn affidavit that a diligent search, including, without 
limitation, a search of the records for the county tax assessor’s office, has been made 
but that the applicant was not able to ascertain the names or addresses, as the case 
may be, of adjoining landowners. 

a. Adjacent landowner information is provided in the Joint Application  
 

6. A letter from the local governing authority of the political subdivision in which the 
property is located, stating that the applicant’s proposal is not in violation of any zoning 
law. 

a. Provided.  
 

7. A non-refundable application fee to be set by the board in an amount necessary to 
defray the administrative cost of issuing such permit.  Renewal fees shall be equal to 
application fees, which shall not exceed $1,000.00 for any one proposal and shall be 
paid to the department.  

a. A check for $100.00 is enroute to the following address: 
Marsh & Shore Management Program 
Coastal Resources Division 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
One Conservation Way, Suite 300 Brunswick, GA 31520 

 
8. A description from the applicant of alternative sites and why they are not feasible and 

a discussion of why the permit should be granted 
a. A letter from the applicant has been provided in this packet. 

 
9. A statement from the applicant that he has made inquiry to the appropriate authorities 

that the proposed project is not over a landfill or hazardous waste site and that the site 
is otherwise suitable for the proposed project 



  
 

a. Applicant has reviewed the Hazardous Site Index maintained by Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division. There are no landfills or hazardous waste sites 
at or near the proposed project location. 

  
10. A copy of the water quality certification issued by the department if required for the 

proposed project. 
a.  The water quality certification will be provided if required. 

 
11. Certification by the applicant of adherence to soil and erosion control responsibilities 

if required for the proposed project-  
a. The construction method for this project will utilize a pile-supported design, 

eliminating the need for fill, dredging, or bulkhead construction. To minimize 
environmental impact, construction will take place either from upland areas or by 
barge, ensuring minimal disturbance to the marsh. Additionally, construction 
mats will be used for any necessary marsh access, while turbidity curtains will be 
employed in open water during work to further reduce potential environmental 
disruption. 

 
12. Such additional information as is required by the committee to properly evaluate the 

application. 
a. This application has been prepared with consideration for the interests of the 

general public of the State of Georgia as defined in OCGA 12-5-286(g): OCGA 12-
5-286. Additional information will be provided if requested.  

 
(g) In passing upon the application for permit, the committee shall consider the public interest, 
which, for purposes of this part shall be deemed to be the following considerations: 

(1) Whether or not unreasonably harmful obstruction to or alteration of the natural 
flow of navigational water within the affected area will arise as a result of the 
proposal. 

a. The dock terminates landward of the channel centerline, maintaining ample 
navigable width. 

b. Open-pile design preserves natural tidal exchange; no structure obstructs tidal flow 
or lateral public access. 
 

(2) Whether or not unreasonably harmful or increased erosion shoaling of channels, or 
stagnant areas of water will be created. 

a. The project is designed to minimize environmental disruption, with no 
dredging or bank alteration proposed. All components will be pile-supported, 
reducing sediment disturbance and preserving the natural shoreline and 
vegetation. The strategic placement and spacing of piles will prevent scouring 
or stagnation, ensuring that the surrounding ecosystem remains intact and 
unaffected by the project's presence. 
 

(3) Whether or not the granting of a permit and the completion of the applicant’s 
proposal will unreasonably interfere with the conservation of fish, shrimp, oysters, 



  
 

crabs, clams, or other marine life, or wildlife, or other resources, including but not 
limited to water and oxygen supply. 

a. The project's design prioritizes environmental protection, with a minimized 
footprint over marshlands of less than 0.02 acres that carefully avoids critical 
habitats. To further reduce impacts, grated decking will be used where 
practical to minimize shading effects. The project scope is limited, with no fuel 
storage or utilities proposed aside from minimal lighting, and construction will 
adhere to best management practices (BMPs) to safeguard water quality. 
Additionally, the project schedule will be planned to avoid sensitive spawning 
windows whenever feasible, demonstrating a commitment to minimizing 
disruption to the surrounding ecosystem. 

  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Jessica Vick 
 
Jessica Vick 
 
   
 



President









































 
 

St Simons Island | Savannah | Jacksonville | Charleston | Baxley 
 

www.robertscivilengineering.com 

 
August 1, 2025 

 

Georgia Department of Natural Resources 

Coast Resources Division 

One Conservation Way 

Brunswick, GA 31520 

 

Re: Bethesda Academy Dock Permit 

 

To whom it may concern: 

 

 To the best of my knowledge, information, and belief: the proposed dock for the above referenced 

project are not constructed on or service structures constructed or propose to be constructed on 

solid waste landfills. 

 
 
 
 

Jessica Vick 
_____________________________________ 
Name (Print) 

Roberts Civil Engineering, LLC 
_____________________________________ 
Company 

Project Manager 
_____________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Title       Civil Professional Engineer Seal 
 
 



 
                                                                         
 
 
 
 

      
 

CHATHAM COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING SAFTEY AND REGULATORY SERVICES 
1117 EISENHOWER DRIVE, SAVANNAH, GA 31406 

P.O. Box 8161, Savannah, GA. 31412-8161 
912 201 4300 – Fax 912 201 4301 

 

 

August 19, 2025 

Lisa Delfino 
Roberts Engineering  
 

RE: 9520 Ferguson Avenue 
Proposed Dock Bethesda School for Boys 
 

Dear Ms. Delfino,  

 

Chatham County does approve or deny the construction of docks in State waters. However, the above referenced 
improvements which include a new dock at 9520 Ferguson Avenue and identified on the attached documents, do 
not represent a violation of the Chatham County Zoning Ordinance.  

If there are questions, I can be reached at 912 201 4315.  

 

Sincerely, 

Marcus Lotson 
 

Marcus Lotson, Office of Zoning Administration 
Assistant Director, Building Safety and Regulatory Services.  
 

Attachments  
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