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Applicant Information 
The applicant for the proposed project is Rufus Lamar Smith, Alief Nicole Smith and Kyle Lamar 
Smith, represented by LaBarba Environmental Services. The contact details are as follows: 

Agent 
LaBarba Environmental Services 
Sam LaBarba 
139 Altama Connector, #161 
Brunswick, GA 31525  
Email: sam@labarbaenvironmentalservices.com 
Phone: (912) 215-1255 

Applicant 
POC: Buckshot Smith 
42 Cayman Court 
Waverly, GA 3165 
Email: buckshothbm@gmail.com 
Phone: (912) 269-9704 

Project Summary 
The proposed project involves the installation of a rip rap bank stabilization on Tracts 1, 2 & 3 
Maiden Creek Landing Subdivision, along Maiden Creek in Waverly, Georgia. The project aims 
to stabilize the eroding shoreline and reduce sedimentation to the waterway. This application 
seeks a Coastal Marshlands Protection Act (CMPA) permit to place the rip rap in CMPA 
jurisdiction. 

Existing Conditions 
The project site is three waterfront parcels with a total of 1.88 acres area along Maiden Creek. 
The shoreline has some existing rip rap that occurs sporadically along the banks of the creek. 
Based on aerial imagery, a distinct trend of erosion occurring in the sections which are 
unarmored can be noticed in comparison to the sections which currently have rip rap. The 
shoreline is absent of marsh vegetation except for a 1’-2’ wide strip of Borrichia frutescens 
immediately seaward of the CMPA jurisdiction line. The adjacent upland tracts are residential 
with a house currently located on Tract 3, while Tracts 1 & 2 remain undeveloped. 

Proposed Structures 
Rip Rap (Marshland Component) 
The proposed project includes the installation of new rip rap along 356.78’ shoreline. The rip 
rap will be placed on the existing slope, and will not require any grading activities in the marsh 
or upland. The rip rap will be placed seaward of the 1’-2’ strip of Borrichia frutescens in order to 
leave the vegetation undisturbed. The width of the rip rap is generally 11’ wide extending from 
the seaward edge of the vegetation to the approximate mean low water line. 



Impact Area Summary 
• Total Project Area: 356.78 LF (3,924.58 SF)
• Proposed Rip Rap: 3,924.58 SF (218 CY) (00.61 CY/LF)

o Tract 1: 121.5 LF (1,336.5 SF)
o Tract 2: 112.8 LF (1,240.8 SF)
o Tract 3: 122.48 LF (1,347.28 SF)

The project does not contain an upland component as defined in the Coastal Marshlands 
Protection Act. 

Additional Permitting 
401 Water Quality Certification (Georgia DNR-EPD) 
The proposed project will utilize a Nationwide Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
which has been granted a blanket Water Quality Certification for the activities. A copy of the Water 
Quality Certification can be found in the appendices. 

Nationwide Pemit 13 (USACE) 
The proposed project is simultaneously being submitted to the USACE for verification as a 
Nationwide Permit 13: Bank Stabilization project. In the appendices is the Pre-Construction 
Notification and all of the additional documentation required for verification, as well as a Federal 
Consistency form. 

Adjoining Landowners 
Susan Beth Williams 
PO Box 74 
Waverly, GA 31565 

Maiden Creek Landing Property Owners Association, Inc. 
PO Box 20682 
St. Simons Island, GA 31522 

Landfill/Hazardous Waste Statement 
The Georgia Environmental Protection Division Hazardous Site Inventory indicates that the 
project location does not contain any landfills or hazardous waste sites.  

Historic/Cultural Resources 
The National Register of Historic Places and GNAHRGIS indicate no historic sites on the property. 

Soil and Erosion Control Statement 
The proposed project will adhere to the soil and erosion control responsibilities as required for the 
proposed project. 

Turbidity Statement 
The proposed project will be performed in a manner to minimize turbidity in the stream. BMP’s 
will be used throughout the duration of the project and inspections will be performed as required 
by law. 



 

Needs Assessment 
Shoreline erosion at the project site threatens the adjacent upland area, contributing to 
sedimentation and water quality issues. Without intervention, continued erosion could lead to: 

• Loss of coastal habitat and shoreline retreat. 
• Increased turbidity and sedimentation in Maiden Creek. 
• Reduction in storm resilience of the shoreline. 

The proposed rip rap restoration directly addresses these concerns by stabilizing the shoreline. 

Alternative Analysis 
Several alternatives were evaluated to address shoreline erosion: 
 

1. No-Action Alternative: Continued erosion would degrade water quality and threaten 
upland stability. This is not viable. 

 
2. Living Shoreline (Vegetation Only): While seemingly environmentally beneficial, it may 

not provide sufficient stabilization in this location. The project location is within a FEMA 
Limit of Moderate Wave Action (LiMWA) zone, which means it is at a higher risk of damage 
during storm events. The applicant is not comfortable with the level of risk to the shoreline 
with this option given the FEMA designation. Deemed unsuitable. 

 
3. Bulkhead: The bulkhead option faces similar concerns in regard to the LiMWA 

designation on the property. Bulkhead failure commonly occurs due to a buildup of 
hydrostatic pressure behind the structure. With increased wave action, it is likely that 
during a storm event water would accumulate behind the structure and potentially cause 
a failure. Deemed unsuitable. 
 

4. Rip Rap Only: Since the site has existing rip rap that is effectively protecting the areas 
landward of where it is placed, along with the neighboring property that installed rip rap in 
recent years with effective protection provided, rip rap is the most logical and cost effective 
solution. Rip will provide armoring that still allows for some energy absorption from normal 
flows and storm events, and typically requires less maintenance long term. Preferred 
Alternative 

Public Interest Statement 
A. Whether or not unreasonably harmful obstruction to or alteration of the natural flow of 

navigational water within the affected area will arise as a result of the proposal. 
The proposed rip rap stabilization project will not cause any obstruction or significant alteration 
to the natural flow of navigational waters within the affected area. The rip rap will be installed 
along the existing shoreline and will not extend into the waterway past the mean low water 
line, ensuring that navigation along the waterbody remains unaffected. Additionally, the 
structure is designed to stabilize the bank without impeding tidal movement, natural sediment 
transport, or water flow patterns. 

 
B. Whether or not unreasonably harmful or increased erosion, shoaling of channels, or 

stagnant areas of water will be created. 
The rip rap installation is specifically designed to reduce erosion rather than contribute to it. 
By stabilizing the shoreline, the project will prevent further sediment loss and deposition into 



 

the waterway, thereby minimizing the risk of shoaling in nearby channels. The porous nature 
of rip rap allows for water movement, preventing the creation of stagnant water areas. 
Additionally, the design will follow best management practices (BMPs) to ensure that the 
placement of rip rap does not contribute to unintended erosion at adjacent properties. 

 
C. Whether or not the granting of a permit and the completion of the applicant's proposal 

will unreasonably interfere with the conservation of fish, shrimp, oysters, crabs, clams, 
or other marine life, wildlife, or other resources, including but not limited to water and 
oxygen supply. 
The rip rap project is designed to have minimal impact on aquatic life while providing long-
term ecological benefits. Unlike vertical bulkheads, which can create a hard barrier and disrupt 
natural habitats, rip rap offers interstitial spaces that can serve as habitat for fish, crustaceans, 
and other aquatic organisms. The project will follow sediment and turbidity control measures 
to protect water quality and ensure that construction activities do not harm marine life. 
Additionally, the stabilization of the shoreline will help prevent excessive sedimentation, which 
can degrade water quality and negatively impact aquatic ecosystems. Overall, the project 
aligns with conservation efforts and is not expected to unreasonably interfere with local fish, 
shellfish, or other wildlife populations. 
 

Conclusion 
The proposed rip rap bank stabilization project effectively mitigates shoreline erosion while 
maintaining water quality and habitat integrity. The design prevents further land loss, minimizes 
sedimentation, and avoids negative impacts on navigation, water flow, or marine life. Rip rap 
provides long-term stability without contributing to adjacent erosion or shoaling. The project meets 
all regulatory requirements and represents the most practical and environmentally responsible 
solution for shoreline protection. Approval of this project will ensure sustainable shoreline 
management with minimal environmental impact. 
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