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The following information is submitted as support documentation in association with the 
attached application requesting authorization to impact waters of the U.S. pursuant to Section 10 
of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and the Coastal Marshlands Protection Act of 1970 
pursuant to the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, Part 12-5-286 (OCGA). 
 

1.0   Project Description 
 
1.1 Existing Structure  
 
There is no existing structure.   
 
1.2 Proposed Structure 

 
Our proposed dock would be located at 118 Hawkins Lane, on Dunbar Creek in Glynn County, 
with both marshland and upland components. It would impact approximately 4,170 sq. ft. (0.095 
acres) of coastal marshlands. 
 
The upland area is comprised of 14,035 sq. ft., including all the 50 ft. marshlands buffer area 
within and outside the property boundary. There is 2.83% impervious cover within the 50 ft. 
marshland buffer. The wetland area is comprised of 1,202 sq. ft. and the marsh area within 
property is 827 sq. ft. The buffer area within property is 10,822 sq. ft. (84.54% of upland).  
 
The proposed dock walkway would consist of a 6’ by 550’ (3,300 sq. ft) structure, including 70 
linear feet in Upland Area (420 sq. ft.) and 51 linear feet in CMPA Buffer (306 sq. ft.). The 
walkway within buffer is 306 sq. ft., while right of way within buffer is 499 sq. ft. 
 
The Proposed Marsh section of the dock walkway would lead to a 20’ x 20’ (400 sq. ft.) covered 
fixed deck with roof height not to exceed 12’ above deck, a 4’ x 30’ (120 sq. ft.) gangway, and a 
10’ x 80’ (800 sq. ft.) floating dock. 
 
The Upland Area section of the dock walkway would connect to a grass walkway (311 sq. ft.), 
which would in turn connect to four approximate 9’ x 30’ (1,082 sq. ft. total) grassed car parking 
spaces. 
 
The proposed dock would have a distance into channel beyond Mean Low Water of 40.1’. The 
distance of channel from Mean Low Water to Mean Low Water would be 135.2’. Furthermore, 
depth of water at Mean Low Water across channel at dock location ranges from 4’ at edges to 
21’ at middle of channel.  
 
Lastly, this proposed dock will be located between 2 existing private docks: 72.4’ from the dock 
owned by Joe and Frances Rogers on west side, and 124.2’ from the dock owned by Zachry and 
Leigh Veal on east side. 
 
Please see drawings for more details.   
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2.0       Project Justification 
 
Hawkins Island residents currently have no communal access to the marshes of Glynn County, a 
key attraction for living in the Golden Isles. Indeed, when Sea Island Corporation originally 
developed Hawkins Island, the area now proposed for a dock was set aside as community 
property for just such purpose. In short, we believe the dock will complete our community.   
 
Based on a community survey completed in May 2025, we expect at least half of the lots on 
Hawkins Island (35 of total 70 lots) would have access to the proposed community dock, which 
excludes lots that already have a private dock or are riparian. 
 
3.0       Alternatives Analysis/minimization 
 
As mentioned, there are currently no other communal access points to the marsh that surround 
our island. As such, we believe that building a dock that can be enjoyed by all residents is the 
best and only path to take for the wellbeing of our community. In addition to complying to the 
Coastal Marshlands Protection Act and previously granted Special Conditions, the community 
dock will further avoid / minimize waters impact by such community policies as 1) no 'launching' 
of powered watercraft, including boats and jet skis, with no related lift or hydraulic equipment; 
2) mooring of other resident-owned boats solely on a temporary basis (i.e. 1-2 hours); and 3) 
strict clean-up requirements after dock use to ensure surrounding water cleanliness. We believe 
these measures will not require any further compensatory mitigation. 
 
4.0       Supplemental Information 
 
This additional information is provided for compliance with Coastal Marshlands Protection Act 
of 1970 information requirements: 
 
OCGA  12-5-286.  Permits to fill, drain, etc., marshlands. 
(b)  Each application for such permit shall be, properly executed, filed with the department on 
forms as prescribed by the department, and shall include: 
 

(1) The name and address of the applicant- 
See Joint Application 
 

(2) A plan or drawing showing the applicant’s proposal and the manner or 
method by which such proposal shall be accomplished.  Such plan shall 
identify the coastal marshlands affected-  
Please refer to the attached drawings produced by Roberts Civil Engineering 
on August 28, 2025. These drawings update the original drawings from T.R 
Long Engineering, P.C. which were completed in 2014. 
 

(3) A plat of the area in which the proposed work will take place-  
See attached 
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(4) A copy of the deed or other instrument under which the applicant claims 
title to the property or, if the applicant is not the owner, then a copy of 
the deed or other instrument under which the owner claims title together 
with written permission from the owner to carry out the project on his 
land.  In lieu of a deed or other instrument referred to in this paragraph, 
the committee may accept some other reasonable evidence of ownership 
of the property in question or other lawful authority to make use of the 
property;  The committee will not adjudicate title disputes concerning the 
property which is the subject of the application; provided, however, the 
committee may decline to process an application when submitted 
documents show conflicting deeds 
See attached  

 
(5) A list of all adjoining landowners together with such owners’ addresses, 

provided that if the names or addresses of adjoining landowners cannot 
be determined, the applicant shall file in lieu thereof a sworn affidavit 
that a diligent search, including, without limitation, a search of the 
records for the county tax assessor’s office, has been made but that the 
applicant was not able to ascertain the names or addresses, as the case 
may be, of adjoining landowners-  
Adjacent landowner information is provided in attached documents 

 
(6) A letter from the local governing authority of the political subdivision in 

which the property is located, stating that the applicant’s proposal is not 
in violation of any zoning law; Provided 
 

 
(7) A non-refundable application fee to be set by the board in an amount 

necessary to defray the administrative cost of issuing such permit.  
Renewal fees shall be equal to application fees, which shall not exceed 
$1,000.00 for any one proposal and shall be paid to the department.   
Will provide as requested by the department 
 

(8) A description from the applicant of alternative sites and why they are not 
feasible and a discussion of why the permit should be granted-   
See above 

 
(9) A statement from the applicant that he has made inquiry to the 

appropriate authorities that the proposed project is not over a landfill or 
hazardous waste site and that the site is otherwise suitable for the 
proposed project-  
Applicant has reviewed the Hazardous Site Index maintained by Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division. There are no landfills or hazardous waste 
sites at or near the proposed project location 
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(10) A copy of the water quality certification issued by the department if 
required for the proposed project-  
The water quality certification will be provided if required 

 
(11) Certification by the applicant of adherence to soil and erosion control 

responsibilities if required for the proposed project-  
Applicant has stated their intention to adhere to soil and erosion control 
responsibilities 

 
(12) Such additional information as is required by the committee to 

properly evaluate the application-   
This application has been prepared with consideration for the interests of the 
general public of the State of Georgia as defined in OCGA 12-5-286(g): 
OCGA 12-5-286. Permits to fill, drain, etc. marshlands 

 
(g) In passing upon the application for permit, the committee shall consider the public 
interest, which, for purposes of this part shall be deemed to be the following considerations:  
 

(1) Whether or not unreasonably harmful obstruction to or alteration of the natural 
flow of navigational water within the affected area will arise as a result of the 
proposal-  
Our proposed dock will be a pile-supported structure with floating element where 
needed to ensure navigational water flow is undisturbed. No aspect of the dock will 
sit on mud during low tide. What’s more, though there will be boat cleats, no boat 
will be allowed to moor for more than 2 hours.  

 
(2) Whether or not unreasonably harmful or increased erosion shoaling of channels, 

or stagnant areas of water will be created-  
Given our commitment to having minimal environmental impact, our proposed dock 
has been designed to avoid any shoaling of channels or creation of stagnant water.  

 
(3) Whether or not the granting of a permit and the completion of the applicant’s 

proposal will unreasonably interfere with the conservation of fish, shrimp, 
oysters, crabs, clams, or other marine life, or wildlife, or other resources, 
including but not limited to water and oxygen supply-   
To protect all forms of marine life and wildlife, there will be no boat lift or hydraulic 
equipment installed. What’s more, there will be no boat ramp or other means to launch 
into the water any motorized watercraft, jet skis etc. from or near our dock. We will 
also use environmentally friendly lighting throughout.   
 
Lastly, we will have clear and strict guidelines for access to and use of the dock 
facilities to ensure no damage to the environment or marine and wildlife occur. These 
requirements will include clean-up of any trash, no fish cleaning, etc. 



 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
1725 Reynolds Street, Suite 200, Brunswick, GA 31520 

Phone: 912-554-7428/Fax: 1-888-252-3726 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 4, 2024 
 
 
Josh Noble 
Marsh and Shore Management Program Manager 
Georgia DNR, Coastal Resources Division 
One Conservation Way 
Brunswick, GA 31520 
 
RE:  118 Hawkins Ln, St Simons Island, GA 31522 
 Parcel 04-11206 
 

Dear Mr. Noble:  
 
Pursuant to the request for a zoning certification letter (ZCL-24-63) by Nelson 
Allen regarding 118 Hawkins Ln, St Simons Island, GA 31522; Parcel 04-11206; 
please find the following:  
 
The construction of the proposed 800 SF floating dock and associated 
infrastructure, as depicted in the attached plans, does not conflict with current 
Glynn County zoning laws. 
 
Should you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me at 
mpostal@glynncounty-ga.gov.  
 
Sincerely,  

Maurice Postal 

Maurice Postal, AICP 
Development Review Manager 
 
The Glynn County Planning and Zoning Division makes every effort to provide the most accurate 
interpretation possible based on the information available. No warranties, expressed or implied, 
are provided for the information herein, its use or interpretation. This letter addresses the zoning 
designation of the property only; other codes and ordinances which may affect the ability to 
develop this property may apply. 
 

mailto:mpostal@glynncounty-ga.gov


Preliminary review of the proposed plans does not
constitute approval of the project itself. All necessary
permits and approvals for activities associated with
construction will need to be obtained prior to construction.
 
Reviewed by:
Maurice Postal, AICP

Development Review Manager
10-3-2024
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