
















































































































































































Appendix O: Georgia EPD Buffer Coordination
& Water Quality Certification



JeffreyW. Cown, DirectorGEORGIA 2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive 
DEPART MENT OF NAT URAL RESOURCES Suite 1456, East Tower 

Atlanta, Georgia 30334 
404-656-4713 ENvIRONMENTALPROTECTIONDMSION 

September 20, 2023 

Colonel Ron Sturgeon 
Commander 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Savannah District 
100 W. Oglethorpe Avenue 
Savannah, Georgia 31401-3604 

Re: Water Quality Certification 
Joint Public Notice SAS-2018-00158 
Regional Permits 30, 31, 32, 33, 34 and 35 
Public Transportation Projects 
Statewide 

Dear Colonel Sturgeon: 

In accordance with Section 401 ofthe Federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1341, the State of Georgia 
has evaluated Public Transportation Projects Regional Permits 30, 31, 32, 33, 34 and 35 submitted 
by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District. In accordance with that information, the State 
of Georgia issues this Section 401 water quality certification to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Savannah District. This authorization extends for a period of five years from the date of issuance of 
the Regional Permits. This Section 401 water quality certification is subject to the following terms 
and conditions: 

1. To assure compliance with State water quality standards, the applicant shall conduct all 
activities in a manner that will assure water quality adequate or necessary to protect and 
maintain designated uses. 33 U.S.C. § 1313(a)-(d); O.C.G.A. § 12-5-23(c)(2),(6),(9),(15); Ga. 
Comp. R. and Regs. 391-3-6-.03(2)(i), (ii). 

a. To prevent or avoid degradation ofwater quality downstream, the applicant shall 
implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) that have been approved for in­
water use to the extent practical and feasible, to minimize total suspended solids 
(TSS) and sedimentation for any work conducted within a state water or within 
the delineated boundaries of wetlands. 33 U.S.C. § 1313(a)-(d); O.C.G.A. § 12-5-
23(c)(2), (6), (9), (15); O.C.G.A. § 12-5-29(a); O.C.G.A. §§ 12-7-6 to 7; Ga. Comp. R. 
and Regs. 391-3-6-.03(5). 
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Statewide 

b. In order to prevent or avoid violations of state water quality standards, the 

applicant must ensure that any fill placed in state waters must be clean fill that is free of solid waste, toxic, or hazardous contaminants. 33 U.S.C. §§ 1311; 1313(a)-

(d); O.C.G.A. § 12-5-23(c)(2), (6), (9), (15); O.C.G.A. § 12-5-29(a); Ga. Comp. R. and 

Regs. 391-3-6-.03(5), (6), (11), (14)-(16). 

2. To prevent sedimentation of state waters, the applicant shall ensure that it obtains coverage, 

as necessary, under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General 

Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction for discharges comprised 

of storm water associated with construction activity and any required land disturbing activity 

permits intended to prevent soil erosion, sedimentation, and deposition into waters of the9 state. 33 U.S.C. § 1342(p); O.C.G.A. § 12-5-30; O.C.G.A. §§ 12-7-6 to 7; Ga. Comp. R. and Regs. 

391-3-6-.06; Ga. Comp. R. and Regs. 391-3-6-.16. 

3. The applicant shall ensure that it abides by the requirements of any stream buffer variance 

applicable to the project, including provisions to ensure protection, restoration, or mitigation 

of or related to the stream buffer, which facilitates the protection of water quality. 33 U.S.C. §§ 1311; 1313(a)-(d); O.C.G.A. § 12-7-6; Ga. Comp. R. and Regs. 391-3-7-.05. 

4. This certification is contingent upon satisfaction of the Savannah District’s Special Conditions, 
including the Appendix E provisions requiring prior notification to Georgia EPD before the 

commencement of Regional Permit authorized projects. 

5. Georgia EPD requires submission of a formal application for individual 401 water quality 

certification for use of Regional Permit 34 (New Construction) and Regional Permit 35 

occurring within the eleven coastal counties that will involve projects in tidal waters. 

6. Georgia EPD may require submission of a formal application for individual 401 water quality 

certification for any project if it is determined, based upon consideration of Georgia’s water 
quality rules, that the project is likely to have a significant adverse effect upon water quality. 

7. Modifications to the Regional Permits may require an amendment to these conditions. 

Accordingly, the applicant must notify the Georgia Environmental Protection Division of any 

modifications to the proposed activities authorized under the Regional Permits including, but 

not limited to, modifications to the construction or operation of any facility, or any new, 

updated, or modified applications for federal permits or licenses for the Project. 33 U.S.C. §§ 

1311-1313; O.C.G.A. § 12-5-23(c)(2),(6),(9),(15); Ga. Comp. R. and Regs. 391-3-6-.03. 
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This certification does not waive any other permit or other legal requirement applicable to this 
project or relieve the applicant ofany obligation or responsibility for complying with the provisions 
of any other federal, state, or local laws, ordinances, or regulations. 

If you have any questions regarding this certification, please contact David Hedeen at 
david.hedeen@dnr.ga.gov/470-427-2730. 

Sincerely, 

Jeffrey W. Cown, Director 
Environmental Protection Division 

cc: Mr. Brian Moore, Corps 
Mr. Eric Somerville, EPA 
Mr. Peter Maholland, FWS 
Ms. Kelie Moore, CRD 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, SAVANNAH DISTRICT

100 W. OGLETHORPE AVENUE 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31401-3604 

 

OCTOBER 07, 2020

Regulatory Division
SAS-2020-00652 
 
 
 
Mr. Joey Brown 
Liberty County Board of Commissioners
112 North Main Street
Hinesville, Georgia  31313 

Dear Mr. Brown:

I refer to the Pre-Construction Notification submitted on your behalf by  
Mr. Steven Smith of Arrowood Environmental Group, Inc., requesting verification for use 
of Regional General Permit (RGP) No. 30 for 0.0875 acre (67.71 linear feet) impact to a 
perennial stream for replacement of a large storm culvert.  The project site is located at 
the Islands Highway culvert over Carrs Neck Tributary, in Midway, Liberty County, 
Georgia (Latitude 31.7354, Longitude -81.3161).  This project has been assigned 
number SAS-2020-00652 and it is important that you refer to this number in all 
communication concerning this matter.

The enclosed exhibit, “Survey of Aquatic Resources" dated September 03, 2020 
accurately identifies the delineated limits of all aquatic resources located within the site.  
The wetlands were delineated in accordance with criteria contained in the 1987 "Corps 
of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual,” as amended by the most recent regional 
supplements to the manual.   
 
    The delineation included herein has been conducted to identify the location and 
extent of the aquatic resource boundaries and/or the jurisdictional status of aquatic 
resources for purposes of the Clean Water Act for the particular site identified in this 
request. This delineation and/or jurisdictional determination may not be valid for the 
Wetland Conservation Provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985, as amended. If you 
or your tenant are USDA program participants, or anticipate participation in USDA 
programs, you should discuss the applicability of a certified wetland determination with 
the local USDA service center, prior to starting work. 
 
    If you intend to sell property that is part of a project that requires Department of the 
Army Authorization, it may be subject to the Interstate Land Sales Full Disclosure Act.  
The Property Report required by Housing and Urban Development Regulation must 
state whether, or not a permit for the development has been applied for, issued or 
denied by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Part 320.3(h) of Title 33 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations).   
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    This communication does not convey any property rights, either in real estate or 
material, or any exclusive privileges.  It does not authorize any injury to property, 
invasion of rights, or any infringement of federal, state or local laws, or regulations.  It 
does not obviate your requirement to obtain state or local assent required by law for the 
development of this property.  If the information you have submitted, and on which the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has based its decision is later found to be in error, this 
decision may be revoked. 
 

We have completed coordination with other federal and state agencies as described 
in Part C (32)(d) of our NWP Program, published in the January 6, 2017, Federal 
Register, Vol. 82, No. 4, Pages 1860-2008 (82 FR).  The NWPs and Savannah District’s 
Regional Conditions for NWPs can be found on our website at 
http://www.sas.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Permitting/GeneralPermits/Nationwi
dePermits.aspx. During our coordination procedure, no adverse comments regarding 
the proposed work were received.

 
As a result of our evaluation of your project, we have determined that the proposed 

activity is authorized as described in the RGP Program.  Your use of RGP 30 is valid 
only if: 
 
    a.  The activity is conducted in accordance with the information submitted and meets 
the conditions applicable to the RGP. 
 
    b.  You shall obtain and comply with all appropriate federal, state, and local 
authorizations required for this type of activity.  A stream buffer variance may be 
required from the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection 
Division (Georgia EPD), as defined in the Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation Control 
Act of 1975, as amended.  Information concerning variances can be obtained at the 
Georgia EPD's website at www.epd.georgia.gov, or by calling (404) 463-1511. 
 
    c.  All work conducted under this permit shall be located, outlined, designed, 
constructed and operated in accordance with the minimal requirements of the Georgia 
Erosion and Sedimentation Control Act of 1975, as amended.  Utilization of plans and 
specifications contained in the "Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control," (Latest 
Edition), published by the Georgia Soil and Water Conservation Commission, will aid in 
achieving compliance with the aforementioned minimal requirements. 
 
    d.  You shall install and maintain erosion and sediment control measures in upland 
areas of the project site, in accordance with the Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation 
Control Act of 1975, as amended, to minimize the introduction of sediment into and the 
erosion of streams, wetlands and other waters of the United States.  This permit does 
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not authorize installation of check-dams, weirs, riprap, bulkheads or other erosion 
control measures in streams, wetlands or other waters of the United States.  
Authorization would be required from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers prior to 
installing any erosion control measures in waters of the United States. 

e.   You shall install and maintain erosion and sediment control measures for all fill 
material that is authorized to be discharged in streams, wetlands and other waters of 
the United States, in accordance with the Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation Control 
Act of 1975, as amended, and permanently stabilize fill areas at the earliest practicable 
date. 

f.  You shall notify the Corps, in writing, at least 10 days in advance of 
commencement of work authorized by this permit. 

g.  You shall fill out and sign the enclosed certification and return it to our office within 
30 days of completion of the activity authorized by this permit. 

h.  All work must be conducted in accordance with the attached exhibit, “ISLANDS 
HIGHWAY BOX CULVERT IMPACT AREAS”, Pages 1-2, dated March 06, 2020. 
 
    i.  Wetland Avoidance/Minimization Areas:  The Permittee shall avoid the remaining 
aquatic resources, as detailed in the exhibit, “ISLANDS HIGHWAY BOX CULVERT 
IMPACT AREAS”, Pages 1-2, dated March 06, 2020.  These natural wetland areas 
were avoided as part of the permit application review process and therefore will not be 
disturbed by any dredging, filling, mechanized land clearing, agricultural activities, or 
other construction work whatsoever.  The Corps reserves the right to deny review of any 
requests for future impacts to these natural wetland and/or stream areas. 
 
    j.  Regional General Permit Special Conditions, Part V.  Attached. 
 

This proposal was reviewed in accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act.  Based on the information we have available, we have determined that the project  
may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the Wood Stork (Mycteria Americana), 
Red-cockaded Woodpecker (Picoides borealis) Eastern indigo snake (Drymarchon 
corais couperi), frosted flatwoods salamander (Ambystoma cingulatum), and would 
have no effect on any other listed species or critical habitat for such species.  
Authorization of an activity by a RGP does not authorize the "take" of threatened or 
endangered species.  In the absence of separate authorization, both lethal and non-
lethal "takes" of protected species are in violation of the Endangered Species Act.  See 
Part (C) of 82 FR for more information.
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    This verification is valid until the RGP is modified, reissued or revoked.  All of the 
existing RGPs are scheduled to expire on October 05, 20203.  It is incumbent upon you 
to remain informed of changes to the RGPs.  Furthermore, if you commence or are 
under contract to commence this activity before the date that the relevant RGP is 
modified or revoked, you will have 12 months from the date of the modification or 
revocation of the RGP to complete the activity under the present terms and conditions 
of this RGP. 
 
    This authorization should not be construed to mean that any future projects requiring 
Department of the Army authorization would necessarily be authorized.  Any new 
proposal, whether associated with this project or not, would be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis.  Any prior approvals would not be a determining factor in making a decision 
on any future request. 
 
    Revisions to your proposal may invalidate this authorization.  In the event changes to 
this project are contemplated, I recommend that you coordinate with us prior to 
proceeding with the work. 
 
    This communication does not relieve you of any obligation or responsibility for 
complying with the provisions of any other laws or regulations of other federal, state or 
local authorities.  It does not affect your liability for any damages or claims that may 
arise as a result of the work.  It does not convey any property rights, either in real estate 
or material, or any exclusive privileges.  It also does not affect your liability for any 
interference with existing or proposed federal projects.  If the information you have 
submitted and on which the Corps bases its determination/decision of authorization 
under the RGP is later found to be in error, this determination may be subject to 
modification, suspension, or revocation. 
 
    Thank you in advance for completing our on-line Customer Survey Form located at 
http://corpsmapu.usace.army.mil/cm_apex/f?p=regulatory_survey.  We value your 
comments and appreciate your taking the time to complete a survey each time you have 
interaction with our office.
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    If you have any questions, please contact the undersigned at (912)-652-5048 or 
sarah.f.spatzer@usace.army.mil.

   Sincerely,

 Sarah F. Spatzer
      Regulatory Specialist, Coastal Branch 

 
Copies Furnished:  Mr. Steven Smith, Arrowood. 
Enclosures 
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