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1.0 Introduction

2.0    Existing Conditions

The proposed project is located on the west shoreline of the Jerico River, approximately
365’ northeast of the Isle of Wight. The subject property is approximately 190 acres in
size. An existing community dock is located +/-190’ upstream from the proposed
community boat lift location. The CMPA jurisdiction limits were verified by CRD staff
via letter of June 21, 2021. The CMPA limits were established by tidal elevation, as the
arealacks salt-tolerant vegetation upon which the CMPA limits are usually delineated.

3.0 Project Description

In December of 2010, the Dolphin Island Preservation, LLC sold the subject propertyto
Dolphin Island Home Owners Association, Inc. The proposed community boat lift will
provide water access and mooring for the Dolphin Island residents. Upon launching their
watercraft, the residents will be required to return their vehicle and trailer to their
residence. The Coastal Marshlands Protection Committee issued permit #487 in 2005 to
the Dolphin Island Preservation, LLC for the existing community docks that serve the
residents.

4.0 Marshland Component

 The marshlands compone nt of the project would occupy 1496 ft2 (0.03-acre) of tidal waters 
and consists of a 4’ x 48’ timber walkway (catwalk), a 14’ x 48' boat lift/hoist, a 10’ x 40’

Dolphin Island Home Owners Association, Inc (Applicant) is seeking authorization under 
Section 10 of the Rivers & Harbors Act of 1899 (RHA) and the Coastal Marshlands 
Protection Act of 1970 (CMPA) to construct a community boat lift to service a residential 
development located on the Jerico River, east of U.S. I-95, in Midway, Liberty 
County,  Georgia (31.48'58" N, 81.21'53" W).

The proposed community boat l ift will provide water access for the reside nts of Dolphin 
Island Preservation. The upland component of the project consists of a 616ft2

 pile supported structure ov er pervious area to access the marshlands component of the 
project. The marsh com ponent of the project consists of a pile-supported lift and floating 
dock that would occupy 1496ft 2 (0.03-acre) of tidal waters, and thus qualifies as a minor 
alteration under O.C.G.A. § 12-5-282(9). We respectfully request that authorizati on of 
the project be granted by the Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources in accordance with O.C.G.A. §12-5-283(d).
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floating dock that will connect to another 10' x 16' floating dock and 3’ x 24’ aluminum
gangway. The structure would occupy 19% of the waterway at MLW, extending +/-40’
beyond MLW at a location on the river that is +/-205’ wide from MLW to MLW.

5.0 Upland Component

6.0 Alternative Sites Considered

The applicant considered utilization of existing off-site alternative water access facilities to
provide residents the opportunity to access coastal waters. The Dolphin Island
development is designed and marketed to potential buyers that would desire waterfront
living along with unrestricted access to coastal waters. There is a public boat ramp
approximately 2 miles away at the Jones Creek park. This ramp is only accessible at high to
half tide and requires a four wheel drive vehicle due to soft soil ramp condition. There is
another public boat ramp approximately 12 miles away in Sunbury. However, this facility
has limited parking and a tie-up limit.These limitations would not likely meet the
requirements of the residents of Dolphin Island, who will require on-site wet slips as
opposed to off-site launching and limited mooring time, as well as the off-site storage and
commuting to such facilities that this alternative would require. Additionally, by providing
on-site wet slips at the proposed project, it will free up space for boaters that may utilize
these alternative facilities.

The project as proposed represents the most feasible option to provide necessary boat
launching access for the residents/members and the increased demand that will occur in this
area while protecting the general public’s ability to continue to use existing public facilities
without undue demand and crowding. Please see Attachment H, for a letter from the HOA 
confirming past and present approval for the lift site. This community has always intended to 
construct a lift on this site. At the end of the letter, we've included partial correspondence with the 
DNR in 2008 regarding the permitting of this lift.

The upland component will consist of all activities within the 50ft. coastal marshlands buffer 
directly upland of the existing concrete bulkhead. The upland component will consist of a 
14' x 44'ft. (616sq.ft.) portion of the pile supported hoist. The upland portion of the hoist will 
be located over a pervious area consisting of sparse vegetation and gravel. All temporary 
impacts within the upland component will be restored to the preconstruction state and will 
remain 100% pervious. No direct discharge of stormwater is proposed from the upland com-
ponent.
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7.0 Project Justification

The proposed project would provide water access for the current eight (8) residents and fifty
(50) non-resident members of the Dolphin Island Home Owners Association as well as future 
members/residents.The proposed project will provide access with a very limited amount 
(0.03-acre) of impact to coastal marshlands. Restrictions on additional
single-family docks through existing covenants addressed in the CMP permit #487 will 
ensure that the amount of structures in coastal marshlands are limited to
community-based structures
that will serve their needs with the minimum necessary impacts.

8.0 Supplemental Information

This additional information is provided for compliance with Coastal Marshlands Protection
Act of 1970 information requirements:

OCGA  12-5-286.  Permits to fill, drain, etc., marshlands.

(b) Each application for such permit shall be properly executed, filed with the department
on forms as prescribed by the department, and shall include:

(1) The name and address of the applicant-
Dolphin Island Home Owners Association, Inc
Attn: Mr. Allen Harwood
P.O. Box 885

 

 
            
          
    
         
          
  

    
    
  

Hinesville, Georgia 31310

(2) A plan or drawing showing the applicant’s proposal and the manner or method by
which such proposal shall be accomplished. Such plan shall identify the coastal 
marshlands affected- Please refer to attached drawings produced by J L Vick
Civil Engineering titled Boat Lift Exhibit Plan, Dolphin Island HOA, Midway 
Georgia, Sheets 1&2, dated June 8, 2020 (Attachment C). The work will be 
accomplished by equipment from floating barge and from uplands; no equipment will 
be operated in vegetated marshlands.

(3) A plat of the area in which the proposed work will take place- Attachment F contains
a plat produced by Brewer Land Surveying, titled Portions of Jerico River and
Dolphin Island Subdivision, Dated June 8, 2020.
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(4) A copy of the deed or other instrument under which the applicant claims title to the
property or, if the applicant is not the owner, then a copy of the deed or other 
instrument under which the owner claims title together with written permission from 
the owner to carry out the project on his land. In lieu of a deed or other instrument 
referred to in this paragraph, the committee may accept some other reasonable 
evidence of ownership of the property in question or other lawful authority to make 
use of the property; The committee will not adjudicate title disputes concerning the 
property which is the subject of the application; provided, however, the committee 
may decline to process an application when submitted documents show conflicting 
deeds- Deeds for subject property is included in Attachment B.

(5) A list of all adjoining landowners together with such owners’ addresses, provided that
if the names or addresses of adjoining landowners cannot be determined, the 
applicant shall file in lieu thereof a sworn affidavit that a diligent search, including, 
without limitation, a search of the records for the county tax assessor’s office, has 
been made but that the applicant was not able to ascertain the names or addresses, as 
the case may be, of adjoining landowners Adjacent landowner information is 
provided in Attachment E.

(6) A letter from the local governing authority of the political subdivision in which the
property is located, stating that the applicant’s proposal is not in violation of any 
zoning law; The County of Liberty issued a letter dated February 11, 2021 stating 
that the  proposed structure does not violate applicable zoning regulations.  The 
drawings were  approved and signed by LCPC staff, building/codes department, on 
February 11, 2021 (Attachment  D).

(7) A non-refundable application fee to be set by the board in an amount necessary to
defray the administrative cost of issuing such permit. Renewal fees shall be equal to 
application fees, which shall not exceed $1,000.00 for any one proposal and shall be 
paid to the department. Check for $250.00 is attached.

(8) A description from the applicant of alternative sites and why they are not feasible and
a discussion of why the permit should be granted- Please refer to Section 5.0 for
discussion of alternative sites considered.

(9) A statement from the applicant that he has made inquiry to the appropriate
authorities that the proposed project is not over a landfill or hazardous waste site and 
that the site is otherwise suitable for the proposed project- A review of the Hazardous 
Site Index for Liberty County, Georgia indicates that the subject property does not 
contain hazardous waste sites or landfills.

(10) A copy of the water quality certification issued by the department if required for
the proposed project- It is the Applicant’s opinion that Water Quality 
Certification (WQC)  is not required since no fueling facilities are proposed and no 
discharge of fill material is proposed as regulated under the Clean Water Act. If 
required, WQC will be initiated during processing of the proposed activity by the 
USACE.
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(11) Certification  by  the  applicant  of  adherence  to  soil  and  erosion  control
responsibilities  if  required  for  the  proposed  project- The  project  will  conform  to  all 
required building, land disturbing, and stormwater management permits as required by 
the City of Midway and/or Liberty County.

(12) Such additional information as is required by the committee to properly evaluate the
application- This application has been prepared with consideration for the interests of
the general public of the State of Georgia as defined in OCGA 12-5-286(g):

OCGA 12-5-286. Permits to fill, drain, etc. marshlands.

(g) In  passing  upon  the  application  for  permit,  the  committee  shall  consider  the  public
interest,  which,  for  purposes  of this  part  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  following 
considerations:

(1) Whether or not unreasonably harmful obstruction to or alteration of the natural flow of
navigational  water  within  the  affected  area  will  arise  as  a  result of  the  proposal- The 
proposed structure is pile-supported and will not alter natural flow of navigable waters or 
obstruct  public  navigation. The structure  would occupy  5%  of  the waterway at  MLW, 
extending +/-40’ beyond MLW at a location on the river that is +/-205 ’ wide from MLW 
to  MLW. Adequate  depth  and  width  is  available  for  navigation  around  the  proposed 
structure.

(2) Whether  or  not  unreasonably  harmful  or  increased  erosion, shoaling  of  channels,  or
stagnant areas of water will be created- The proposed facility will be pile-supported and 
will allow tidal waters to ebb  and  flood around  and through the structure.  The piles will 
not  divert  water  in  a  manner  that  would  increase  erosion,  cause  shoaling  of  channels,  or 
create areas of stagnant water.

(3) Whether or not the granting of a permit and the completion of the applicant’s proposal
will unreasonably interfere with the conservation of fish, shrimp, oysters, crabs, clams, 
or  other  marine  life,  or  wildlife,  or  other  resources,  including  but  not  limited  to water 
and  oxygen  supply- The  proposed  structure  will  not  interfere  with  the  conservation  of 
fish, shrimp, oysters, crabs, clams, or other marine life, or wildlife, or other resources, nor 
affect  water  and  oxygen  supply. Standard  manatee  protection  measures  will  be 
implemented during and after construction.
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Dolphin Island Home Owners Association, Inc

Hinesville, GA 31310

Liberty Midway

Midway Dolphin Island

Georgia

Jerico River                             St Catherines Sound

Common Area B

2.99 acres

P.O. Box 855

1359TH

10'

1-21-2021

31*              81*N                  W



Michael Moody
256 S Topi Trail
Hinesville, Ga 31313

X

Within 5 years of authorization to proceed.

X

Samuel D Turner
265 Preservation Crossing Ave
Midway GA 31320

Dolphin Island Home Owners Association Inc
PO Box 885
Hinesville, GA 31310

Upon receipt of authorization to proceed
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X

N/A

The project consists of pile-supported structures and a floating dock. No fill or dredging is associated
wit the project. The project will not result in the loss of waters of the U.S. and therefore no compensatory
mitigation is required. 



N/A

Included with application

N/A

No petro-chemical products are proposed on site.

N/A

All activities will be performed in a manner to minimize turbidity in the stream.

No oils or other pollutants released from the proposed activities wich will reach the stream.

All work performed during construction will be done in a manner to prevent interference with legitimate water uses.
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Revised July 2013 

Coastal Marshlands Protection Act 
O.C.G.A. § 12-5-280 

 
TITLE 12 Chapter 5 Article 4 Part 4 Note  
 
PART NOTES: 
  
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES AND REGULATIONS. --Coastal marshlands protection, Official 
Compilation of Rules and Regulations of State of Georgia, Department of Natural Resources, 
Chapter 391-2-3. 
  
LAW REVIEWS. --For article, "Georgia's Environmental Law: A Survey," see 23 Mercer L. Rev. 

633 (1972). For article, "Public Rights in Georgia's Tidelands," see 9 Ga. L. Rev. 79 (1974). For 
article, "Hazardous Waste Issues in Real Estate Transactions," see 38 Mercer L. Rev. 581 (1987). 
For article, "Georgia Wetlands: Values, Trends, and Legal Status," see 41 Mercer L. Rev. 791 

(1990). 
   For notes, "Regulation and Ownership of the Marshlands: The Georgia Marshlands Act," see 5 

Ga. L. Rev. 563 (1971). For note discussing the historical aspects and current law concerning the 
state's ownership rights in tidelands, see 17 Ga. L. Rev. 851 (1983). For note on 1992 amendment of 
this part, see 9 Ga. St. U.L. Rev. 205 (1992). 
  
OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: 
  
GEORGIA PORTS AUTHORITY EXEMPT FROM PART. --Because the Georgia Ports 
Authority, at time of enactment of O.C.G.A. Pt. 4, Art. 4, Ch. 5, T. 12, was empowered and charged 
with responsibility of development and improvement of rivers and seaports of this state, as a general 
matter, it is exempt from requirements of this part. 1981 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 81-85. 
  
LIMITATION ON EXEMPTION OF GEORGIA PORTS AUTHORITY FROM THIS PART. --
While the Georgia Ports Authority is generally exempt from provisions of O.C.G.A. Pt. 4, Art. 4, 
Ch. 5, T. 12, it must obtain prior written approval of the Coastal Marshlands Protection Committee 
for any proposed alteration of marshlands adjacent to Colonels Island which were conveyed to the 
Georgia Ports Authority pursuant to Ga. L. 1973, p. 747. 1981 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 81-85. 
  
THE BRUNSWICK PORT AUTHORITY falls within terms of exception to O.C.G.A. Pt. 4, Art. 4, 
Ch. 5, T. 12 for state agencies responsible for navigation, and is, thus, exempt from provisions of 
this part. 1982 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 82-21. 
  
RESEARCH REFERENCES 
  
ALR. --Conservation: validity, construction, and application of enactments restricting land 
development by dredging or tilling, 46 ALR3d 1422. 
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Permit Drawings 
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Attachment D:

Zoning Letter





















Attachment E: 

Adjacent Landowners 





 Attachment F: 

CMPA Jurisdiction Determination 

& Site Survey 



Insert Upon Issue







Attachment G: 

New Marina Checklist 



No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

Liberty
Midway                                                                          Jerico River

X

X

420                                                                                   1512

next to Club House & dock

8' to 10'                                                                           10'
205'                                                                                N/A

40'

X

0 0

No
Concrete & sheet pile headwall already exists



No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

No



Attachment H:

HOA letter  
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