
CESAS Form 19 Support Documentation 

Skidaway Institute of Oceanography 
Main Dock Upgrades 

Chatham County, Georgia 

The ,.following information is submitted as suppo1t documentation in association with the attached 
application requesting authorization to impact waters of the U.S. pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and 
Harbors Act of 1899 and the Coastal Marshlands Protection Act of 1970 pursuant to the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, Pmt 12-5-286 (OCGA). 

1.0 Project Description 

The Skidaway Institute of Oceanography (applicant) is proposing mooring improvements and general 
repairs to the existing dock located at the Skidaway Institute of Oceanography (SK.IO) in Chatham County, 
Georgia. The project area is located at latitude 31.989867 longitude -81.022856 northwest of McWho1ter 
Drive on the Skidaway River. 

1.1 Existing Structures in Jurisdiction 
SK.IO is a training and research institution of the University of Georgia that conducts all manner 
of scientific research in the field of oceanography. The institute campus is fully developed with 
offices, research buildings, and various other facilities needed to cany out the SK.IO mission. The 
existing dock consists of an approximately 12' x 145' (1,740 sq. ft.) walkway leading to a 36' x 
36' (1,296 sq. ft.) pierhead. An approximately 10' x 20' platform on the southeastern corner of the 
pier head supports three ramps. One ramp extends north to a 10' x 20' floating dock. The ramp 
extending to the east connects to an approximate 10' x 160' (1,600 sq. ft.) concrete floating dock. 
The ramp that extends south connects to a 10' x 32' (320 sq. ft.) concrete floating dock. A pendant 
controlled overhead monorail boat hoist extends from upland 135 feet into the waterway to 
provide launching and retrieval of research and law enforcement vessels at all tides. The dock 
contains fresh water and electrical systems. In all, the existing dock structure totals approximately 
5,356 square feet. The existing structure extends approximately 135 feet into the waterway from 
mean low water (ML W). 

1.2 Proposed Site Development Plans 
The proposed project will remove 12 existing timber pile dolphins totaling 40 square feet. The 
proposed project will install six new 24" pipe pile dolphins with each pile being 70 feet long. The 
total impact for the pipe pile dolphins is 20 square feet. General repairs will be made to the 
concrete pierhead and concrete floating dock. Maintenance and repair will be conducted on the 
existing floating dock by replacing all missing or damaged through rods, walers, or facia rub 
boards. Four stainless steel pile guide frames for the 14" piling with HDPE rollers and stainless
steel shafts will be installed, and all rollers on the existing pile guides will be replaced. A gray 
fender will be attached on the end of dock for mooring across the end of the floating dock. 
Spalling on the concrete floating dock and pier deck will be patched using an epoxy grout. 
Electrical upgrades will be completed on the existing floating dock and pier. Attachment hardware 
will be replaced on all existing cleats (24 total) and 4 cleats will be replaced using 18" galvanized 
cleats at the north end of the dock. Two aluminum safety ladders will be installed at each end of 
the floating dock. All work will occur within open water by waterborne crane and barge or from 
the existing dock. The proposed structures will extend no fu1ther channelward than the existing 
fenderline of the concrete pierhead. 

2.0 Upland Component: 
It is the applicant's opinion that the project does not contain an upland component. The project consists of 
improyements to the existing mooring system and maintenance and repair of the existing dock. All 
propqsed structures are water dependent and are necessmy for vessel docking. 




















