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Coastal Resources Division

June 30, 2005

Mr. Kyle Thigpen

Brunswick, Georgia 31525

Dear Mr. Thigpen:

I wish to personally congratulate you on your exceptional catch of a 38-pound, 14-ounce tripletail,
which has been accepted as a Men's Georgia Saltwater Gamefish Record. Enclosed is a certificate
that serves not only to recognize the size of the catch, but also the angler's skill and the sportsmanship

displayed in the landing of a gamefish record.

Again, congratulations on your achievement, and thank you for your participation in Georgia's
Saltwater Gamefish Records Program.

Sincerely,

a,aﬂ/vv(J) /Z'ff Nl
L

Susén Shipman
Director

Enclosure

ce: Captain Buddy Thigpen, GET THE NET
Records Review Committee

Georgia Department of Natural Resources ® Coastal Resources Division
One Conservation Way ® Brunswick, Georgia 31520
TEL: (912) 264-7218  FAX: (912) 262-3143 » WEB: http://rd.dnr.state.ga.us



IGFA Record Application

FORM FOR RECORDING FRESHWATER AND SALTWATER GAMF.AHSH CATCHES

Read all IGFA angling rules and world record requirements before completing and signing this application. The angler’s signature on the

compicted form must

be witnessed by a notary. This application must be accompanied by line or tippet samples and photographs as specified

in the World Records Requirements. Hybrids and other species that may pose a problem of identity should be examined by an ichthyologist
or qualified fishery biologist. IGFA rescrves the right to employ verification procedures such as polygraph tests to determine the authenticity
of record claims.

1 AM SUBMITTING THIS ENTRY FOR:
O An all-tackle world record.

@ A world record in the following line class:

30 b/ (5 kg
O A fly rod world record in the following tippet class:
b/ ke

O A state freshwater record in the following line class:
b/ ke

O A state freshwater fly rod record in the following tippet class:
b/ ke

1

O  Junior Angler

O M-Smallfrv (to 10) O M-Junior (11-16)
O  State Freshwater | O F-Smallfiy (10 10) O F-Junior (11-16)

Junior Angler

SPECIES
/
Common name: L- P Ped o

Scientific name:  (_obeFe<  SUvi4amens is

WEIGHT: Fish was weighed in: (& 1bs O kes.
lbs: 2¢ oz Y kg:

Digital weight (if weighed on clectronic scales. give weight
exactly as shown): 2¢. 4

DATE OF CATCH (MM/DDAYY): [ 16 ])6s
PLACE OF CATCH: _amptc ~ Aiwr i
cdac Pk Geore o

Was the fish released alive? O Yes [F No
LENGTH (see measurement diagrams)
wioxx 9§ 1€

__ NXIONN _

inches: x 10 x

CNEX 10X

GIRTH (mcasured completely around fish at thickest point)
inches: 3% &

em:

METHOD OF CATCH (trolling, casting, fly fishing, cte.):
a S‘k NG

J

FIGHTING TIME:

3 O 'W\'w\ u.)\{: S
O Yes \2{\'0

ANGLER (Print name as vou wish it to appear on your
record certificate):

Was this catch recorded on video?

Daytime phone:

E-mail:
Permanent address- required for certificate mailing

C k. Jisis
|7

"Ry S

Age/birthdate if 16 or under:

Angler’s fishing clyb affiliation (if any); S
T\ C ' Wb

Ty oud Cree K Firshng CLwe
EQUIPMENTY N
Rod
Make:

Tip length (center of reelwoendoftipy:
Burt length (center of reel 1o lower end ol’buu):
Reel

vake: Dby 854087 simes D000
Line or !jppcl

Make: _D_(P_',.-;_ér \ WM& Size stated on label: D ¢ f b

Make of fly line:

0 | am an IGFA member. enclosed is $25 (US) application fec.
Includes all-tackle, fly rod. state freshwater line class, and state
freshwater fly rod.

21 am not an IGFA member, enclosed is $30 (US) for
membership and record application fees.

O | am an IGFA Junior member, enclosed is $25 (US) application
fec. (includes regular and State Freshwater Junior records)

O 1 am not an IGFA Junior member. enclosed is S3S(US) for
membership and record application {ces.

-
Enclosed is ?‘n:) U ¢heck or money order for the World
Record application processing fee.

Or please charge to my:

_ Visa ___ MasterCard American Express Discover

Account No.
RN EEE

Exp. date: / Signature:
O Please send extra copies of mv record cenificate at
S5 (UISy each.




Length of double line: N Person and/or agen that certified scales:

el L ’ - / VYIRS N IS ie
Make of backing (if used): Size: lredig [IVES Coo.&lf& ‘Qexw € DL Sie
Weighmaster: S/jwj l«)ad sl
OTHER EQUIPMENT: Signature: , (o 6Jaﬁ;/\
) y Seercorss
Typeofgaff: N3 Length Address: (e Conserdedzin [,\)07

Brvasoick , (7 reorg “ 2520

Length of trace or leader: __ 31 InChve
Number and type of hooks: _| 2o Mool
Name of lure, fly or bait: WA rhoimy

WITNESSES:

Witness, to weighing {ather
1§ molydy!

BOAT (if used)
13 1 +
Name: Gc‘. + The Nex

Make: ‘f)\"d K\ né ength: /71 C
Captain’s name: 1MW G dy ! {\‘ Q) éw ;N:messss;sitfo p((:)as;cill:gt.her than captain). List two names and

Signature: _ b/(}v(‘l@'*b\‘ %Mﬂu ' ‘ L.
Address:

— . .
Mate’s name: ) O & ’T"N LN\

Address:

Number of persons witnessing the catch: i

VERIFICATION OF SPECIES IDENTITY
SCALES (note: IGFA can certify portable scales for members (See warld record requirements.)
for $15, including return shipping charges)

Location of scale: (I‘CL feyy o DI\';- {2

Type: ___ ®~200) cloapbak

Signature of examining ichthyologist: _
- w//w"\'*-“" ( Spud ('\SCGC( Udd"u(\\

Title, degree or qualifications: #4. <, Lt o cak_r7s heriec Jeeqa
%

3 ’ e WS crsenddn g L@ e
Manufacturer: () NS Address: (e (O‘Af" =3 o 1
- Ky el IC""f\ 24s 20 g el

Date last certified: {hm{; (O, 2.6¢ 5 be

Coe /A ?

Anglers are encouraged to write a detailed description of the catch. In some cases this may be required. The description may be used in a
future IGFA publication.

AFFIDAVIT

1, the undersigned, hereby take oath and attest that the fish described in this application was hooked, fought, and brought to gaff by me
without assistance from anyone, except as specifically provided in the regulations; and that it was caught in accordance with IGFA angling
rules; and that the line submitted with this application is the actual line used to catch the fish on the stated date. I further declare that all
information in this application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. I understand that IGFA reserves the right to employ
verification procedures such as polygraph tests. I agree to be bound by any ruling of the IGFA relative to this application.

Signature of angler:

Sworn before me this day of the year

Notary signature and seal;

When completely filled out and signed, mail this application with photos and line sample by quickest means to:
IGFA FISHING HALL GF FAME & MUSEUM, 300 Gulf Stream Way, Daniz Beach, FL. 33004 USA
PHONE: (954) 927-2628 'WEBSITE: www.igfa.org EMAIL: HQ@igfa.org FAX: (954) 924-4299

(This application may be reproduced)

Note: All items must be flled in. If 2n item does not apply, write “none used”. De not lesve any spaces blank



GEORGIA SALTWATER GAMEFISH
RECORDS APPLICATION FORM
FOR RECORDING RECORD
GAMEFISH CATCHES

Read all angling rules and Georgia Saltwater Gamefish
Record requirements before completing and signing this
application. This application must be accompanied by
photographs as specified in the State record requirements.

DIVISION =
—_Women’'s ‘_A, Men's
SPECIES

Common name:

%V‘\{D(i{‘(ﬁ\ (
WEIGHT /7. éfkﬁ

Ibs, oz.: 2% . 90 Ib 28Ilbs 14ss

LENGTH (See measurements diagrams)

inches: Xto X — xxto xx _2 3 )/8 h+0“\ Q’ "ﬁ‘\ L‘i
GIRTH (See measurement diagrams)

inches: "_’)/Q

DATE OF CATCH:

PLACE OF CATCH: H”Gx"\p%*\ River

] quC‘;)-_

METHOD OF CATCH (trolling, stlng fly fnshlng etc.).
Sov @

_1)\_:4 5#‘/‘17\0 o &L)"‘t’\\ SC&H I

ANGLER(print n zme as you wish it to appear on record

W Thig &m

certificate:)

Pe|

Angler’s fishing club affihatlzn (if any):

/L‘ruuh xee \/\%\«M\ Cluy

EQUIPMENT
Number of hooks: (a[ 9 Cliagle z\oc»ﬁ

Name of lure, fly or bait: *)OA Sh;‘ IMP

BOAT (if used)

Name: (?7 C*‘ TLL{/ N\a 3(
Captain's Nam ?\AU( \Y /ﬁ\\ e L™
Signature: b MMA(/:BVWMT

A




SCALES

Location: Coe sl z“i”"‘"‘“ H‘ CG‘L?W
Date last certified: ‘5:7#‘5,

Person and/or agency that certified scales:

(reocgie ﬁd—'a}‘o'o[ Agricvlfpre
Weighmaster: SIEUaL Ua.'.‘: GF.L
Signature: Cl)‘_‘ /z\)ﬂ’z‘-""—_

Address: __ One  Cawserde e, L.L?
Bk, A 31520

WITNESSES

Witness to v\m'/g_mjnangler captain or weigh-
master): ) & = ﬂz,/&»—.—-——-——

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: (fighting time, equipment
used, additional witr , etc.)

33 WA I g tcu

AFFIDAVIT

I, the undersigned, hereby take oath and attest that the
fish described in this application was hooked, fought, and
brought to gaff by me without assistance from anyone,
except as specifically provided in the regulations! and that it
was caught in accordance with Georgia Saltwater
Gamefish Records angling rules. | further declare that all
information in this application is true and correct to the best
of my knowledge.

Signature f.? angler:

Date: (/14 Qq’ Jﬂ' Al

When completely filled out and signed, mail this
application with photos by quickest means to:
Public Service Section Chief
Coastal Resources Division
Georgia Department of Natural Resources
1200 Glynn Avenue
Brunswick, Georgia 31520
Phone (912) 264-7218

SPECIES MEASUREMENTS
Measure as indicated below, taking lengths from X to X and XX to XX.
Take girth around the fish on line marked G or at largest dimension location.

faTars rravaa-eh



GEORGIA SALTWATER GAMEFISH RECORDS PROGRAM
REVIEW COMMITTEE

ATE: -
PRTE 7 d'/ab | Please find attached for your review, nt, and approval/dis val
SPECIES: 72, P/ c72/c ] an application for consideratio a Georgia Saltwater Gamefish Record,

and/or Qutstanding Catch. Return when complete to Henry Ansley.

DIVISION: WOMEN'S MEN'S < . notes

FoU 420Cety co poszclite g0 0.
CURRENT RECORD: 7 3 LBS. 7 OZ &1&/"7 a/of?m c?/péd%oyr’afﬁ dd—a-c‘{aa( .
WEIGHT NEEDED: 7 $ LBS. /3 OZ. %/UKJ/;

/;__-——..

ENTRYWEIGHT: 3 & LBS. /¢f OL.

DATE ENTRY RECEIVED: é//5 fo5

APPROVED APPROVED DISAPPROVED APPROVED DISAPPROVED
REVIEW COMMITTEE NEW RECORD | TIE RECORD RECORD Outstanding Catch Outstanding Catch
(explain below & back) (explain below & back)
e
Susan Shipman, Director )/
Coastal Resources Division \ ; =
@/a‘f oS
Spud Woodward, Asst. Director M’Lj _
Coastal Resources Division =4| 0>
Al

Patrick Geer, Leader

/A
Commercial Fisheries Program /

John Pafford, Leader J\
Recreational Fisheries Program \ b\qf

Henry Ansley, Leader M
OCS Program é/?p 0] {




Teen reels in record catch

Family’s angling tradition With_tripletail continues

By BUD L. ELLIS
The Brunswick News

If there is one thing the
Thigpen family of Brunswick
knows, its tripletail fishing.

Joan Thigpen holds the
Georgia state record for largest
tripletail caught by a female
angler. Her father once held the
state record for largest tripletail
caught. Her brother was on the
boat when the current state
record tripletail was caught 12
years ago.

But what 17-year-old Kyle

Thigpen did on Father’s Day
surpasses them all.

Thigpen, a rising senior at
Glynn Academy and member
of the Terrors’ tennis team,
caught the ace of all tripletail, a
mammoth 38-pound, 14-ounce
beast in the Hampton River that
obliterated Jeff Anderson’s state
mark by more than 10 pounds.

“It was unbelievable,” Kyle
Thigpen said. “I had never seen
one that big anyway. I got excit-
ed.”

The Sunday trip hadn’t pro-
duced great fishing until the

record fish took an artificial
shrimp lure in the early after-
noon. On the rod at the time,
Thigpen thought he had a
decent-sized fish, but after the
30-minute battle, he was
shocked at what he saw on the
end of the line.

So was Buddy Thigpen,
Kyle’s father.

“T knew we had a huge fish,
but when I saw it, I told him,
“You’ve got a state record, no
doubt about it,” Buddy

Please see FISH, 5A

Bobby Haven/The Brunswick News
Kyle Thigpen, 17, set a new state record when he caught a
38-pound, 14-ounce tripletail Sunday in the Hampton River.

Leu A;Swn‘éé Nes s _
Sune 23} iRoos ¢



Contmued from 1A

Thigpen said.

Buddy Thigpen used a net to
help his son bring the fish
onboard. That job originally
belonged to Joan Thigpen, who
relinquished control of the net
when she saw the fish. ‘

“l handed it to my husband
because if I lost it, they may
have thrown me overboard,”
she said. “We just could not
believe it.”

Using a digital scale on the
boat, the Thigpens got readings
between 37 and 39 pounds. The
‘world record tripletail is 42
pounds, 5 ounces, caught off
the coast of South Africa.

“We were Jumpmg up and

down, screaming,” Buddy
Tlugpen said.
After fishing for a little while

longer, the Thigpens headed to

Tripletail (scientific name
lobotes surinamensis) gets
-Its name from the similarity
and close proximity of three
fins located at the fish’s rear:

* An average tripletail
weighs from 2 to-15 pounds.

+ The fish is known to put
up a spirited fight despite its
smaller size, often jumping
out of the water.

- Tripletail can be found
along the Eastern Seaboard
as far north as
Massachusetts, but it mainly
congregates in the warmer
waters of the Southeast
coast.

+ On the Georgia coast, the
fish can be found in rivers,
sounds and the ocean, out to-
the Guif Stream.

Department ~ of

shore and called the Georgla
Natural
Resources. Spud Woodward,
assistant ' director of marine
fisheries for the DNR Coastal
Resources Division, met the
Thigpens and weighed the fish
on a certified scale, a require-
ment for establishing a new
state record.

“Right now, it’s a slam dunk,”
Woodward said when asked

~whether Thigpen’s fish met the
requirements of a state record.

“As far as applying for a record,
it’s just a formality.”
Record-holder Anderson
who Buddy Thlgpen said
knows his family, caught a 28-

- pound, 7-ounce tripletail in the

ish: Quahﬁes for Georgla record

South Brunswick River in July
1993 with Kyle Thigpen’s
uncle and Joan Thigpen’s
brother, Phillip Bluestein, on
board. Joan caught a 22-pound,
7-ounce tripletail in June 1995.

- On the same trip, her daughter,

Dawn Whitley, caught a 22-
pound, 3-ounce
Joan’s father, Bubba Bluestein,
was one of the first anglers in

the area to fish for tripletail and
“set a state record with a 25-

pound, 12-ounce catch in
August 1988 in Satilla Cove.

Now, with the new state
record in hand, Kyle Thigpen
can smile and know that he’s
continuing an ol’ family tradi-
tion. W

“It’s ironic, but I'm keeping it
in the famﬂy,” he said. “That’s
the way to go.”

tripletail. '






