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Coastal Georgia is a region rich in history, beauty, mystery and, F’mpmaskiuau.,..a]fnn..u...emO\\Q"“m""'":ymugm
natural wonders. Cultures have mixed here-for ages, just as the i > 9
rivers mix with the sea. With its large tidal'ranges, vast salt marshes \ S = \ a0
and picturesque barrier islands, coastal Georgia-has drawn people Vil Y O s I TS W) z SAV
throughout history. oy a2 A
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the Atlantic Ocean—estuaries are formed where freshwater from A 1 S
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rivers mixes with the salt waterof the sea. Salt marshes lie along the
JL edge of the nutrient-rich estuaries. {
Georgia’s coastal marshlands and shoreline provide natural &
recreational resources that are vitally linked to many aspects of life
in our region. The marshlands serve as a nursery for many species
that'are important for the ecology, recreation and economy of the
drea. The shoreline.provides a buffer against waves and currents
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that/are constantly reshaping this dynamic landscape. Z
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Vi these major Georgia watersheds,

Al of the streams, creeks and rivers

come together bringing fresh water
to the coast.
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mdries the outer edge
of the South Atlantic
Bight

Georgia’s coast is at the center of a long, gradual bend in the
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eastern U.S. coastline that forms a large open bay known as the St Ma rﬁ @ RL\/CY

South Atlantic Bight.

The remaining submerged portion of the lower coastal plain is
called the continental shelf. Flowing along the eastern edge of the
continental shelf is the river of water known as the Gulf Stream,
which also marks the boundary of the South Atlantic Bight.

Cross Section of Coastal Georgia
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“Cross Section of Coastal Georgia” represents a trek across the
major landforms and seascapes of coastal Georgia. This is a
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compressed, generalized cross section beginning in the near shore 1 NATIONAL
coastal waters and passing through the beach, barrier islands, tidal 1 g%’ggﬁgf
creeks, rivers, sounds and marshes, all the way to the mainland, RESERVE

ending with the freshwater swamps.
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